Regents Park Catholic Parish

Comprising of St Bernardine’s Church, St Catherine’s Church
and Our Lady of the Assumption Church

11th April 2021
3rd Sunday Easter Year B
‘He is risen.'

Parish Contacts
25 Vergulde Road, Regents Park
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Phone: 3884 7600 Fax: 3800 2646
Email: stbernardines@bne.catholic.net.au
Website: www.stbernardinesparish.com.au
Priests of the Parish
Parish Priest— Fr John Conway
Email:
conwayj@bne.catholic.net.au
Mobile: 0418 151 295
Associate Priest—Fr John Hong Nguyen
Email:
nguyenj@bne.catholic.net.au
Mobile: 0422 571 482
Coordinator of Lay Ministries
Mrs Andrea Tews
Email: pastoral.stbern@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary & Safeguarding Officer
Mrs Christy Gracias
Email: stbernardines@bne.catholic.net.au
Finance Officer
Mrs Barbara Malicki
Email: finance.stbern@bne.catholic.net.au

We the Catholic Communities of Regents Park Parish, guided by the
Holy Spirit; commit to building a welcoming, inclusive, faith centred
community grounded upon the Gospel values of leadership and service.
CALLING ALL CATHOLICS 2021

Let’s work together and build this Kingdom of God.

Sad News
I think, late on Tuesday afternoon, one or more vandals set about
breaking a number of windows in St Bernardine’s Church. As
parishioners arrived for Light and Presence Prayer that evening
they discovered the broken windows and the floor of the church
strewn with the shattered glass. Police had been called, but there
was little that they could do with the damage already having been
done. Unfortunately we have an excess on our Insurance to keep
the premiums as low as we can. Sadly the excess may be too
excessive for us to lodge a successful claim. But lodge we will
and see what happens. It may be time to endeavour to make St
Bernardine’s Church a little more secure so that such things do
not continue to happen. We are accessing Quotes to remedy this
situation. It is very disappointing, but it seems that this is the way
of the world at this time.
Fr John

Please help!

St Bernardine’s Primary School
Phone: 07 38001854
Email: pregentspark@bne.catholic.edu.au

Thank you for your patience and flexibility while we streamline our
new booking system. During our busy Easter Masses we noticed
that many people did not realise that they also needed to check-in
before they entered the Church and that many did not sit in their
assigned seats. Please follow the 3 steps below for every Mass
that you wish to attend.

Principal:
APA:
APRE:

Step 1: Please book into every Mass. The earlier you book in
the more chance you have of being able to select the seats you
prefer. Please also ensure you book in for the correct Mass.

Mr Nick Gallen
Mrs Katrina Bartholomew
Mrs Rhiannon Cameron

Parish Office

If you need a priest at any time, please call
Fr John Conway on 0418 151 295 or
Fr John Hong on 0422 571 482
Parish Meetings

Parish Finance Council meeting
Monday 12th April at 7:00pm at Parish Centre
Pastoral Leadership Council Meeting on
Monday 19th April at 5:00pm at Parish Centre
Please Pray for Recently Deceased:

Josip Culina; Keith Smith
Anniversaries:

Please Pray for the Sick:

Joe Papa;

Step 2: You MUST check-in before EVERY Mass. This is in
addition to booking in as per step 1 above. Please see a
welcomer at the door of the Church and let them know your
name, they will then check you in using the App on their phone.
This is equivalent to ticking your name off the printed list.
Step 3: Please sit in your assigned seats. If you are unsure
where your seat is, please ask a regular Mass attendee or grab a
map when you check in. Unfortunately, a lot of people didn’t sit in
their assigned seats which then impacted other people as their
seats were taken and the volunteer Welcomers then had to find
extra seats.
This created a lot of extra pressure and stress, so please, it is
really important that everyone sits in their correct seats. Thank
you for your support as we transition into this new system. We
are endeavouring to make it run as smoothly as possible and
welcome any feedback.

Thank you!

My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness (2 Corinthians 12:9)

Dear Parishioners,
The second Sunday of Easter marks the ending of the eight days of solemn celebrations of the Easter (the
Octave). In the Gospel, we meet once again the famous and popular figure, the ‘Doubting Thomas’. His journey of
faith in the Risen Christ ends up with his statement of faith, “My Lord and my God.” It is Jesus who satisfied all his
requirements: “Unless I see the holes that the nails made in his hands and can put my finger into his side, I refuse
to believe.” In other words, it is Jesus who takes the first step to come to Thomas at his understandable doubt
about the unique incident of resurrection.
The Lord keeps coming to us in all incidents of life. This is, we believe, the Living God, the Risen One. In order to
realise the presence of our Risen Lord, we need to be whole-heartedly open to God. Faith, therefore, plays an
important role in this regard. In a little White Book on the Second Sunday of Easter, we can read: “I can believe in
God because God takes the initiative to connect with me. For some incomprehensible reason, in me toward God
that was put there by God. Faith is nothing more and nothing less God created me so that I could relate with God.
God made me that way. There is a pull than accepting my connection with God who chose not to be distant, but to
be close to me… encircling me, enfolding me… in me.”
The God who is with us is the God of love. The Second Sunday of Easter is also the Sunday of the Divine Mercy
we have been celebrating over the years. May the mercy and love of God touch our life on the pilgrim journey…
There still remain difficulties, challenges, pain, sorrow, pandemic… But we trust that, with the Risen Lord
journeying with us not only in this Easter Season but also throughout our life journey, all will have a new meaning,
the meaning of love, peace, joy, hope and of gratefulness. May God bless us all.
John Hong

Our wonderful Easter Masses
They didn’t just happen by chance. We are very grateful to the multitude of people who helped, especially the
Mass coordinators who ensured each Mass ran smoothly and was set up beautifully. Also a big thank you to all the
readers, altar servers, power point operators, Communion Ministers, flower fairies, welcomers, and those who ran
around behind the scenes helping everything come together. Thank you to those who came from OLA and St
Catherine’s to lend a hand, it was wonderful for our three communities to come together and celebrate as one.
Some of you may not have noticed the many roles played by our youth, including reading, power point operating,
collectors, altar servers and of course the welcomers. Each youth when asked said “yes” and did their role with
competence, respect and enthusiasm. What a wonderful and versatile group! Thank you to each of you for your
commitment and passion for our Church.
Andrea, Parish Pastoral Minister
The world today.
I am always amazed and deeply saddened when I turn on the evening news, especially on
occasions such as the last long weekend events and am confronted by the tragic news of the deaths of people on
our roads. The statistics seem to increase year by year, and somehow this stat has got to stop. As I drive from Regents Park to Jimboomba on the Mt Lindsay, I am amazed at the pace at which some drivers set about to over-take
the cars ahead of them. There they go, whizzing by, fearful that they may end up at the end of a line of vehicles. I
often wonder whether it does matter if you arrive at your destination LAST!
There was an old saying that I have heard time and again throughout my driving career, and it goes something like
this, ‘It is better to arrive late, than dead on time!’ It may be familiar to many of you as well, especially if you had
grown up through the sixties and seventies, as we set out to learn to drive and then to face the challenges of joining
the vehicular rat race at that time in our lives.
Nowadays, I find that ancient proverb reverberating through my mind once again, as I set out to travel our roads and
find myself watching people pass me by so quickly. It seems to me that our world is confronted with the tragic news
of people dying on our roads, and I wonder would it cease if drivers, (YOU AND ME,) simply slowed down and enhanced our awareness of the other driver beside us.
Some accidents may be unavoidable, and they will happen, that’s why we have car insurance, but when we are conscious of the other driver and choose to let them go first, will that ease the tragedy of fatal car accidents on our
roads. Can we bring this terrible statistic to an end and save the lives of our brothers and sisters? It may be worth a
try.
God Bless, Fr John
CATHOLIC LEADER 2021—Cost $4.00 per copy.
Copies of the current Leader are still available at the Churches for those who wish to purchase a copy.
This Sunday Readings—Second Sunday of Easter
First Reading:
Acts 4:32-35
Responsorial:
Give thanks to the Lord for he is
good, his love is everlasting.
Second Reading: 1st John 5:1-6
Gospel:
John: 20:19-31

Next Sunday Readings—Third Sunday of Easter
First Reading:
Acts 3:13-15, 17-19
Responsorial:
Lord let your face shine on us.
Second Reading: 1st John 2:1-5
Gospel:
Luke 24:35-48

My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness (2 Corinthians 12:9)

Baptism Celebrations
This week at St Catherine’s Church, at the
5:30pm Mass, we will be celebrating the Baptism
of Macy Quinn Jenkins and at St Bernardine’s
Eva Catherine Michelle Suarez.
Please pray for them and their families as they
enter into this journey of faith.
Baptism Preparation Session,
We will be holding our next session
at St Bernardine’s Church
on Monday 19th April. At 7:00pm

Office Update
To enable us to catch up after our lightning strike
and manage some extra processes, the office will
be closed from Monday 12th April until Friday
16th April.
In the event of an emergency you can still get
through. If you have a meeting or appointment
here it will still occur as planned or perhaps via
Zoom depending on COVID-19.

Booking into Mass

There are changes to the Booking system for Regents Park
Parish Masses. With increased numbers attending our
masses, there are additional conditions to be met to maintain
a COVID safe plan.
What it means for you!!
 Masses will need to be booked on a weekly basis, up to
4 weeks in advance.
 Your permanent booking is no longer valid.
 Please go to the booking website via the QR code at the
door, OR the Parish website, OR, via the online link in
the newsletter.
 Select your preferred Mass for next weekend.

If it is OLA or St Catherine’s, simply book into the
MASS like you did previously.

If your preferred Mass is at St Bernardine’s, - there
is one more step to booking your attendance.

Please choose your preferred seat, (just like at the
movies) you will then be allocated a seat number, for
example K14.

This is where you will need to sit.
 Please allow a few extra minutes to check in at the door,
find your allocated seat and settle before Mass
commences.
If you do not have access to the internet, please contact the
Parish Office to book into masses, or see an usher at the
door. Could you please let your friends who may not be at
Mass this weekend, know about the changes to the process
of booking a MASS. Your help to settle in this new process is
greatly appreciated. Thank you.

Mass Times This Week






Thank you for working with us, while we find the best way forward with COVID-19 rules.
If you want to book into Mass, please use the QR Code here ——->
Or click on the link here to do it on your phone
Remember at St Catherine’s or Our Lady of the Assumption, you are booking a spot,
and at St Bernardine’s you need to pick an actual seat number.
Don’t forget to take a seat map home with you to look at.
If you feel even a little unwell, we ask you to please stay home and take care of yourselves.

Date

Church

Time

Sunday 11th April
2nd Sun Easter Year B

Our Lady of the Assumption Church
St Bernardine’s Church
St Catherine’s Church

7:30am
9:00am
5:30pm

Tuesday 13th April

St Catherine’s Church

8:00am

Wednesday 14th April

St Bernardine’s Church

9:00am

Thursday 15th April

Our Lady of the Assumption Church

6:00pm

Friday 16th April

St Paul de Chartres Mass for Residents only

9am

Saturday 17th April
3rd Sun Easter Year B

St Paul de Chartres Mass for Residents only
St Bernardine’s Church

4:00pm
6:00pm

Sunday 18th April
3rd Sun Easter

Our Lady of the Assumption Church
St Bernardine’s Church
St Catherine’s Church

7:30am
9:00am
5:30pm

My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness (2 Corinthians 12:9)

My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness (2 Corinthians 12:9)

