
 

My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness  (2 Corinthians 12:9) 

Regents Park Catholic Parish 
Comprising of St Bernardine’s Church, St Catherine’s Church  

and Our Lady of the Assumption Church 
 

Third Sunday of Advent 
13th December 2020 

Thank you for coming to our party! 
 
To all of you who joined us at our end of year 
party, thank you so much for coming.  It was 
wonderful to see you all and we hope you enjoyed 
the evening. 
 

The contribution that you all make to the parish is amazing and 
we couldn’t do it without you all. 

25 Vergulde Road, Regents Park 
Mon - Fri 8:30am - 2:30pm 
 
Phone: 3884 7600  Fax: 3800 2646 
 
Email: stbernardines@bne.catholic.net.au  
Website: www.stbernardinesparish.com.au 
 
Priests of the Parish 
Parish Priest— Fr John Conway 
Email:  conwayj@bne.catholic.net.au  
Mobile: 0418 151 295 
 
Associate Priest—Fr John Hong Nguyen 
Email: nguyenj@bne.catholic.net.au 
 
Parish Secretary & Safeguarding Officer 
Mrs Christy Gracias 
Email: stbernardines@bne.catholic.net.au 
 
Coordinator of Lay Ministries 
Mrs Andrea Tews 
Email: pastoral.stbern@bne.catholic.net.au 
Mobile: 0481 008 317 
 
Finance Officer 
Mrs Barbara Malicki 
Email:  finance.stbern@bne.catholic.net.au 

Parish Contacts  We the Catholic Communities of Regents Park Parish, guided by the 

Holy Spirit; commit to building a welcoming, inclusive, faith centred 

community grounded upon the Gospel values of leadership and service. 

Ministry matters: ‘Christmas Mass Times. 
Thanks to the number of people who marked their preference or 
the Christmas Eve Masses at St Bernardines and St Catherine’s 
Churches. The numbers were close, but it was weighted in favour 
of the six pm Mass times at both Churches.  
The numbers were: 
St Bernardines: 51 ticks for 6:00pm and 7 for 7:00pm. 
St Catherine’s: 18 ticks for 6:00pm and 11 for 7:00pm. 
The reasons people had offered for their preferences were quite 
valid and I did appreciate the ideas that were being presented in 
favour of one Mass time over the other. But with the numbers that 
had been recorded it looks like 6:00pm has won out for this year. 
Perhaps for Christmas for next year in 2021, we could offer the 
alternative time so that people benefit from the preferences they 
have requested. But, that is for next year. 
 
RECONCILIATION RITUAL TIMES FOR CHRISTMAS 
 
First Rite Reconciliation Times (Individual Confession) 
Every Saturday at St Bernardine’s Church from 5:15pm—5:45pm 
Weekday Reconciliation: 
St Bernardine’s Church Mon 21st Dec from 9:00am—9:30am 
    Wed 23rd Dec from 9:30am—10:00am 
St Catherine’s Church Tues 22nd Dec from 8:30am —9:00am 
Our Lady’s Church      Thur 24th Dec  from 6:30 pm—7:00pm 
 
Second Rite of Reconciliation  
(Communal Ritual with Individual Absolution) 
St Bernardine’s Church Mon 21st Dec at 7:00pm 
Reconciliation is also available by appointment with one of the 
priests. 
 
It is always important to include some time for Prayer and 
Reconciliation into our Advent journey. With this in mind, I do 
invite you to endeavour to attend one of the Rituals of 
Reconciliation that are available in that final week in preparation 
for the Christmas Season that is so fast approaching. 
 

   God Bless, Fr John 

Please Remember in your Prayers 
Those who are ill 

Gerald Mangan; Ron Burgess, Judy 
McConville, Joan Murphy, Dianne Goodwin 

 
Recently Deceased: 

Terry Pigram; Justina Pornillosa,  
Mary Daphne Todd, Sam Leonardi 

 
Anniversaries: Molly Tavale 

Adore Prayer Group 
 

Gathering together after 8am Mass on  
Tuesday’s during Advent. 

 
Each week after Mass at St Catherine’s, 
members stay behind and participate in  

Rosary or Reading Reflections.   
 

During Advent, they follow the Adore Daily 
Reflections.  Please consider coming along.   

 
If you would like more information, please 

call Lorraine on 5543 1831 
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Dear Parishioners, 
 
We are another step closer to Christmas as we celebrate this weekend the third Sunday of Advent. We meet again John the 
Baptist in the Gospel with a different role. He claims for himself only the role of the ‘voice’ as Isaiah prophesied, but the evan-
gelist presents him as the most reliable of witnesses, ‘Sent by God… to speak for the light’. 
 
The readings this Sunday provide rich options for reflection: a God partial to the lowly, the broken-hearted and captives; joy 
over the nearness of God’s anointed; the summons to be courageous witnesses whose lives are eloquent testimony to be 
advent of God’s incarnate Word; the challenge, even amid the din of a busy and commercialised season, to open our hearts 
and for a commitment to peace and justice, and to the voice of Mary (in the Responsorial Psalm) confronting the proud and 
the powerful and speaking for those who have no voice. 
 
The Third Sunday of Advent has a title, ‘Gaudete Sunday’, which calls us to rejoice in the Lord. We can sense the joy in the 
readings this Sunday. The coming of the Lord certainly brings joy, the joy that the world can not give. I dare to hope for the 
joy of the end of the Pandemic soon… 
 
Joy is a meaningful reality for our life. It is, we may say, different from pleasure. A reflection named Joy and Pleasure may 
shed some lights in this regard: 
 

There is a world of different between joy and pleasure. 
Pleasure can be planned. Joy can’t be planned; 
it comes unexpectedly, and is all the sweeter for that. 
Pleasure is immediate. Joy often comes later, 
and the sweetest joy of all is that which follows pain. 
Pleasure comes from saying ‘yes’ to ourselves. 
Joy comes from saying ‘no’ to ourselves. 
Pleasure is like a flare in the night: 
it brightens things up for a while, but when it’s over, 
we feel darker and emptier than ever. 
Joy, on the other hand, is like a bright fire in the hearth; 
even when it dies down, it leaves a warm glow behind it. 

 
Rejoice! The Lord is coming. Let us make good preparations for the coming of the Lord, not only in this Christmas but 
throughout our lives.  John Hong. 

Sunday Readings 
First Reading  Isaiah 40: 1-5;9-11 
Responsorial Psalm  Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation. 
Second Reading  Second Letter of St Peter 3:8-14 
Gospel  Mark 1: 1-8 

Baptism Celebrations 
 

This weekend, we are celebrating the baptisms of Phillipa Matilda Lomvattanavong Tofoni 
and Joel Lomvattanavong Tofoni at St Bernardine’s Church.   

Please pray for them as they celebrate their baptisms with us and we ask you, our 
Community to pray for them as they continue to grow in faith. 

 
We will be holding our next Baptism Preparation Session, on Monday 1st February. 

Please RSVP to the office on 3884 7600 if you would like to attend. 

Pastoral Thoughts 

Rejoice in the Lord always! 
This third Sunday of Advent is traditionally called Gaudete (Latin word meaning “rejoice”) Sunday.  
 
This week we light the rose-coloured JOY candle and acknowledge the wonderful 
reason we have to rejoice - the birth or our Lord Jesus. This week we focus on 
proclaiming the joy which should be in our hearts and contemplate what the birth of 
our Saviour means for us. May we pray for the grace needed to bring the joy of 
Salvation in Jesus to ourselves and others including those who are in most need of it. 
Below is a short video that helps put the meaning of Advent into perspective. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WcravEG2ATE 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WcravEG2ATE
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Mass Times This Week 
 If you didn’t get notified by either, email, Facebook, or by a mobile text, please sign up to Communicate 

Email.  This comes out weekly and is used to keep you in the loop with all the Covid changes. 

 Please book each week for the Masses you would like to attend.  Note the QR Code and new links above. 

 You can email Christy at stbernardines@bne.catholic.net.au  

 You can book in over the internet.  You can click here and go straight there now. 

 You can ring the office on 38847600.  Christy is here every weekday, between 8:30 and 2:30pm. Please 
leave your name and telephone number if you leave a message so we can confirm your RSVP.  We can’t 
call you back if you don’t leave a message.   

 Doing it the QR code way, means you can book into Mass and get a confirmation email right up until 
Mass starts. 

If you feel even a little unwell, we ask you to please stay home and take care of yourselves. 

Date Church Time 

Saturday 12th December St Bernardine’s Church 6:00pm 

Sunday 13th December Our Lady of the Assumption Church 
St Bernardine’s Church 
St Catherine’s Church 

7:30am 
9:00am 
5:30pm 

Tuesday 15th December St Catherine’s Church 
St Bernardine’s Church —Light and Presence 

8:00am 
7:00pm 

Wednesday 16th December St Bernardine’s Church 9:00am 

Thursday 17th December Our Lady of the Assumption Church 6:00pm 

Friday 18th December St Paul de Chartres Home 
Regis Nursing Home 

9:00am 
10:15am 

Saturday 19th December St Bernardine’s Church 6:00pm  

Sunday 20th December Our Lady of the Assumption Feast of St Peter and Paul 
St Bernardine’s Church 
St Catherine’s Church 

7:30am 
9:00am 
5:30pm 

Monday 21st December Opal Green Fern Mass 10:00am 

 
"Disclaimer: Photos and videos may be recorded at various parish community events and used in parish publications or social media. Please contact the parish 

office if you do not wish your image to be included." 

Booking into Masses 
 

The extra numbers and need to book into Christmas Masses, means we need to change our sign in system for 
coming to Mass.  From Monday 23rd November, Masses will now be able to be signed up via FIVE ways 

 
QR Code, Try-booking System, Tech Savvy Volunteer from your Mass Centre, ringing or emailing the office.  The 

QR Code and the link are here, so that you can book in to any Mass including Christmas.   
https://www.trybooking.com/eventlist/regentsparkcatholicparishmasstimesforadvent?embed=1 

 

Christmas Mass Times 
Christmas Eve 

St Bernardine’s in Sienna Hall Carols 5:30pm Mass 6pm 
St Catherine’s in Emmaus College Hall Carols 5:30pm Mass 6pm 

St Bernardine’s in Sienna Hall Carols 11:30pm followed by Midnight Mass 
 

Christmas Day 
Our Lady of the Assumption Church 7:00am Carols followed by 7:30am Mass 

St Bernardine’s in Sienna Hall Carols 8:30 Mass 9:00am 
 

Please note there are NO Masses on Boxing Day 

https://www.trybooking.com/eventlist/regentsparkcatholicparishmasstimesforadvent?embed=1
https://www.trybooking.com/eventlist/regentsparkcatholicparishmasstimesforadvent?embed=1
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