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Today’s scholarship helps us to understand how the first three gospels were
put together. Though they are not biographies in today’s sense, they tell the
story of Jesus, incorporating material deriving from recollections of Jesus
circulating among the first Christian communities, within the well known
sequence of his life - his baptism by John; his teaching and healing ministry
in Galilee; his journey to Jerusalem; and his passion and it aftermath. We
have already seen that Matthew presents Jesus to an audience with a Jewish
background. The abundant material contained in this - the longest of the gospels – alternates narrative sequences with long passages containing the teaching of Jesus upon particular themes. Today’s gospel concludes the gospel’s
introductory narrative section – concerning the birth of Jesus, his baptism by
John and his temptations in the wilderness. It serves as a solemn prelude to
the next three chapters, in which the heart of the teaching of Jesus is presented as The Sermon on the Mount.
Jesus inaugurated his public ministry, as the events that were to lead to the
death of John the Baptist brought an end to Old Testament prophecy. Matthew underlines the significance of this development by invoking his theme,
‘This was to fulfil the words of the prophet’. As we have seen, Matthew does
not claim to be giving a rigorous interpretation of the prophet’s text; he is
expressing the conviction that, read with faith in Christ, the writings of the
Old Testament resonate with an anticipation of what is to come. The passage
Matthew cites is the first reading of today’s liturgy. Speaking to his contemporaries, Isaiah is referring to contemporary events – probably expressing the
hope that the northernmost territories of the old kingdom of David will be
recovered by one of David’s descendents, so that the ‘yoke’ of Assyria would
be ‘broken’. Coming from Isaiah, the courtier who urged the king to trust in
the promises made to the descendants of David, this hope certainly had messianic overtones. The ministry of Jesus, ‘Son of David’ - in Galilee - is seen by
Matthew as fulfilling these expectations.
The fact that the life and ministry of Jesus took place in Galilee helps us to
situate him in his world, and in the designs of God. This northern extremity of
the old kingdom, ‘Galilee of the Gentiles’ (district encircled by Gentiles) was
a cosmopolitan crossroads of cultures, including many pagans in its population. Its people were bi-lingual, speaking both Greek and Aramaic – the common language of Palestine in the time of Jesus. Galileans were, not surprisingly, looked down upon by the nation’s establishment, centred in Jerusalem.
In the designs of God, the world’s Savour came among us as one who shared
the lot of a composite population with little standing and influence – ‘Can any
good come out of Nazareth?’ (Jn 1:46).
As we shall see, the Church is to be one of the key themes of Matthew’s gospel. This is anticipated in the fact that his solemn prelude to the Sermon on
the Mount includes the calling of the four apostles who will be prominent in
the ministry of Jesus.
Fr John Thornhill sm
( Diocese of Broken Bay - The Emmaus Series)

Gathering
Hymn
Psalm
Response
The name of Jesus is the glory of preachers,
because the shining splendour of that name
causes God’s word to be proclaimed and heard.

Recessional
Hymn

GA404 Christ Be Our Light
The Lord is my light and my salvation
GA475 Send Down the Fire

My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness (2 Corinthians 12:9)

MASS TIMES
ST. BERNARDINE’S CHURCH
25 Vergulde Road, Regents Park
Mon 23rd Jan
Wed 25th Jan
Sat 28th Jan
Sun 29th Jan

8.00am**
9.00am
5.15pm Reconciliation
6.00pm
7.30am, 9.00am

ST. CATHERINE’S CHURCH
74-76 East Street, Jimboomba
Thus 26th Jan 8.00am (Australia Day Mass
Sun 29th Jan
5.30pm
OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION CHURCH
Corner of Stoney Camp Road and
Mt. Lindesay Highway, Park Ridge
Sun 29th Jan

7.30am

ST. PAUL DE CHARTRES CHAPEL
12-16 Fedrick Street, Boronia Heights
Mon 23th Jan 9.00am
Tues 24th Jan 9.00am
Wed 25th Jan 9.00am
Thurs 26th Jan
9.00am
Fri 27th Jan
9.00am
Today’s Readings:

Next Week’s Readings:

Isaiah 8:23-9:3

Zephaniah 2:3; 3:12-13

1Corinthians1:10-13,17 1Corinthians 1:26-31
Matthew 4:12-23

WHAT’S HAPPENING THIS WEEK
Sunday 22nd January
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Year A
10.00am Children’s Liturgy Team
Meeting in The John Nee Hut
10.30am Baptism of Matilda Eve Willemse
(St Bernardine’s Church)
Monday 23rd January
** 8.00am Mass - St Bernardine’s School Staff.
All parishioners are welcome.
* Please note the change in mass time
for this Monday only.
Tuesday 24th January
10.00am Legion of Mary meets in The John Nee Hut
7.00pm Flame of Love Prayer Group meets in the
Church.
(Please contact the parish office if you would like
more information about these groups which meet
weekly at St Bernardine’s)
Thursday 26thJanuary
Australia Day
8.00am Mass at St Catherine’s, followed by
Morning tea. Bring a plate to share.
Saturday 28th January
Church cleaning Roster - Couples for Christ
Sunday 22nd January
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time- Year A

Matthew 5:1-12

The people that lived in darkness have seen
a great light

We ask You, God of the universe,
to bless our land,
for its contrasts of landscape and climate,
for its abundance of wealth and opportunity.
We thank you for our history,
with all its struggle in adversity,
its courage and hope,
Give us in our diversity
tolerance and respect for each other
and a passionate commitment to justice for all.
Bless us so that we might be a blessing to others.
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
(Adapted from Catholic Doors Ministry)

My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness (2 Corinthians 12:9)

PARISH NOTICES
Direct debit / Planned giving
For those who make an offering via electronic fund
transfer, if you so wish, we have a card that you
can place in the plate , as it comes around, as a
symbol of your gift giving. The beige coloured
cards can be picked up at the entrance of the
church.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
If you know of any adult who has questions about
the catholic faith or is wanting to join / to be welcomed into the catholic faith tradition, please ask
them to contact the parish office, or better still,
accompany them to the parish office for their first
meeting. Any questions, please don’t hesitate to
contact Jean.

Arts and Crafts Group - members will recommence
on Monday 6th February. Members meet to help
one another with their craft projects; share crafty
ideas; for fellowship and a cuppa. New members
are always welcome. If you want to learn a new
craft, call in and speak with the members who
meet on a Monday Morning from 9.30am in The
John Nee Hut.

Seeking Volunteers can you assist with
** welcoming people to mass? Meet them at the
door, say “hello” or “welcome” and give them a
copy of the Newsletter
** reading the Prayers of the Faithful?
**taking up the bread and wine at the Offertory?
** taking up the collection?
Please talk with the Mass Coordinator and let
them know that you are available to help.

School resumes on Tuesday 24th January - we
welcome back all the School Staff and a special
welcome to any New Staff - at St Bernardine’s,
Emmaus College and the newly opened St Claire’s
Primary School at Yarrabilba. The parish
community extend their best wishes to all of you
and pray that you will have a fulfilling and
successful year. We also welcome all the new pre
schoolers and all students returning to the their
next Year level. May you all have a positive and
fun year of learning.

Seeking altar servers - boys and girls who have
been Confirmed and completed their First Eucharist
are welcome to be altar servers. Training for new
servers will soon be offered. If you would like
more information or to register your Interest,
please contact Jean in the parish office.

We also extend our best wishes to all the staff
who manage and offer the Out Of School Hours
program.

Living in Divine Will Conference: Lavalla Centre
58 Fernberg Road, Rosalie
9.30am -4.00pm; 24th-25th January 2017.
Keynote speaker Tony Hickey. Details: contact
Rosaleen Ph: 5534 4575
E: dadet1345@optusnet.com.au
OR Contact Kathleen Ph:5522 6643

Holy Land Pilgrimage
Fr George Joseph MCBS, is leading a 14day pilgrimage to the Holy Land from 21st May 3rd June 2017.This pilgrimage is being organised
by Magi Pilgrimages and features Petra, Bethlehem, Sea of Galilee, Dead Sea, Jericho, Mt Carmel, Mt Tabor, Mt Nebo & Jerusalem.
This all-inclusive pilgrimage is priced at an early
bird offer of $4,990. Reserve your seats with an
Prayer list: Please advise the parish office, if you initial deposit of $ 500 prior
are aware of any parishioners who are unwell or to 31st January 2017. For the detailed itinerary or
to reserve your seats contact Mr. Rajesh
for whatever reason need to be kept in our
George on 0422 215 855 Magi Pilgrimages Ph:
prayers.
Please get their permission before you advise the 03 8562 2246 / 1300 721 561
parish office. We will include them, by name only info@magiholidays.com.au
www.magiholidays.com.au
(not reason for prayers) in our weekly Newsletter.
Thank You to all those wonderful parishioners
(mainly members of the various choirs) who
give up their Saturday mornings (when they are
rostered) to clean our Church, at Regents Park. All
your efforts are greatly appreciated as our
Church is always spick and span and ready for our
weekend mass celebrations. Thank You

My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness (2 Corinthians 12:9)

Rent this space!
Do you want your business to appear in
this space? Want your business to reach
out to people in our parish?
Advertise here and get an online ad
included for free!
For enquiries contact Barbara
Ph: 3884 7600
Email: finance.stbern@bne.catholic.net au

My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness (2 Corinthians 12:9)

